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S, Korea reverses on d15$1dent K1m VOWS

e

not to jail him h1m when her ref

By Hemy Trewhitt i‘ A
Washington Bureau of The Sun

- WASHINGTON — The South Ko- |
rean government repudiated its own
- spokesmen yesterday, indicating for
the first time that dissident Kim Dae
Jung will not be jailed when he Te-
tures home next month.. , 3 REAE I
- In an unusual statement, “the
South Korean Embassy specxfxcally
disavowed the threats from a senior
adviser to Presideat Chun Doo-hwan
two days ago. The rémarks, -an em-
bassy spokesman said, “do not repre- .
. sent the views of the Korean govern-
ment,’ 3
American offxcxals pnvately ex-
pressed relief. They saw the Korean |
action as a result of quiet pressure
from the Reagan administration and
as a measure of the lmportance

—\.r ',_.

Presxdent Chun attachs to a pro- '
spective visit to Washxngton in the
spring. '

Pubhcly a State Department s,
_spokesman said merely that the ad-
ministration welcomed - the state:
ment yesterday. Beyond that, it has
several times repeated a hope that
Mr. Kim's return to South Korea af-"
ter two years in U.S. enle would be,
“trouble free.” -

Mr. Kim, 59, South Korea s most
prominent polmcal dissident, has an-
nounced plans to return to Seoul
February 8 to resume his campaign
for democracy. He will be’ accompa-
nied by a group of American report-
ers and by leading civil rights activ-
ists, some of whom worry that: he
faces the fate of Benigno Aquino, a
Philippines exile assassinated- when
he returned to that country in 198344

" Recently threats from - official
Eorean sources have greeted every
" major pronouncement “:from:- Mr> 1
-~ Kim’s supporters - .in " the" Umted_:,
States. Two months ago Byong:Hion -
Lew, South Korea’s ambassador,
was quoted as saying Mr. Kim would
have to serve the remaining 17v: -
years of a prison term if he returns 1

-

home.

And two days ago Choi Chang i
Yoon, a senior adviser to South-
Korea’s presndent, was quoted as l

ence Agency and simu, back to
ec % inger,

D .

saying Mr Kun would be Jaxled as a
revolutionary upon his return. It was
those remarks that drew- the disa-
vowal here yesterday. :

An embassy aide called reporters
to read the formal statement: “The

~ embassy understands that they were._

~his.personal views and do not relate-
to the position of the Korean govern- !
mentm any manner.”: &3 *'*s;!

_“In fact, US. officials s sald, the i
.earher threats also may: have’ beeén |

 personal extrapolations of more am- |

bxguous government remarks. Unhl

.
= ":5.@«"-»» ers v

Ambassador Byong taiked; about :
gnson two ‘months ago,.a: diplomat.
'said, government-officials’ had
talked only of dealing with-Mr; Kim
“according to the law.” " ; j##~ 2
That could have meantt * sed
vere treatment, the dxplomat N SR
" plained, ranging from house -arrest™
to forced hospitalization" toeomplete :
freedom based on the premnise that
Mr. Kim’s fragile health did not per--

mit imprisonment. Now, «another of-« T

- ficial said, “it looks as if the govern- "
- ment is trying to restore its options.”, ‘
- Mr. Kim’s life as a dissident has. -

been a series of narrow.escapes. In .
1 e was apped in Tokyo by
- agents of the Korean i-

o

R

Both the Carter and Reagaﬁ;adQ#

xmmstratlon s have mterveneq on

" behalf., It was-Mr.- Reagans“ﬂn'ectg

intervention, -officials ,. . say,. -that,

caused President Chun to- suspend~

! Mr. Kim's prison sentence, in, 1982

| and release him for medical treataﬁ

mentmtheUmtedStatesm ey T

In recent months the Korean _EoV;

" ernment’ has lifted sanctions &from
.many.opposition politicians an

& ttid gl?::ling dissent. But: prohlbig
tions'Temain in effect agamst seversy;
Aal, including Mr. Kim.' . vist) -y

‘. However,  with leglslatxve el

thIB coming soon, a U.S. dxploma

" said, and with President Chun ex-

b pecting to visit Washington in abouL
- three months — the date has not
" been fixed — “leaning on Kim Dae
Jung may not have seemed a. e
good 1dea" '
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